NYMAGEE 
CENTENARY 


28th September — Ist October, 
1979 


NYMAGEE CENTENARY 
1879 1979 


September 28th - October Ist 
INTRODUCTION 


To compile a book on the history of Nymagee has not been an easy 
task. Whilst it is known that the discovery of copper in 1876 started the 
town going, little of what went on before that is known. We know that the 
properties in the immediate vicinity of Nymagee were well established 
then, but how far back they went and who were the first people to inhabit 
the area we now know as the Nymagee district we don’t know. Much time 
and effort has gone into the search for this vital information to no avail. A 
map in the Mitchell Library of 1859 shows ‘‘Moothumbil’’ and 
“Eremeran”, two properties south of Nymagee apparently well 
established, so it is quite probable that other well known Nymagee 
district properties such as “‘Nimigee’’, ‘“‘Hartwood”’, ““Wirlong”’ and 
“Balowra” also existed then. 


The most significant episode in the history of Nymagee was 
undoubtably in the years between 1880 and the first World War. Much 
of this period was reasonably well recorded and the research on it not so 
difficult, however, the years following the 1914-18 War are a little 
obscure. With copper mining finished, many people left Nymagee 
overnight and their memories of post war Nymagee left with them. The 
period from 1930 to the present, is well within the memory range of many 
present day Nymagee people and therefore didn’t represent a great 
problem. 


The research for this book, the compiling of records and 
photographs and the setting up of the book was done by Kevin Harland of 
“Piney” Nymagee. Had it not been for Kevin’s interest in the history of 
Nymagee over the past nine years, the compiling of this book would not 
have been possible. We would also like to thank the many people who 
have given photographs, letters maps and records which have assisted in 
the compiling of this book. 


Most of all, we thank the people of Nymagee and district, past and 
present, who helped to make Nymagee the unique little town that it is, 
one that is worthy of Centenary celebrations and having its history 
recorded in this book. 
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The idea of Nymagee holding centenary celebrations was first 
formed as long ago as 1970. A letter from an old Nymagee identity Mr 
E. Mackay to Kevin Harland, describing his earliest memories of 
Nymagee, started the ball rolling. Although interest at that time soon 
faded Kevin started some research of his own which was to prove so 
important later on. 


In 1977 at a meeting sponsored by the Nymagee Progress 
Association, public reaction was in favour of holding centenary 
celebration and in due course a Nymagee Centenary Committee was 
formed. Each club or committee in Nymagee was asked to delegate one 
or two members to help make up the Nymagee centenary committee, and 
they included the following: J. Collins (chairman), S. Kershaw 
(secretary), K. Harland (historical-research officer) rep. Nymagee 
Progress Assn., G. Campbell, S. Harland rep. Parents & Citizens, D. 
Elder, P. Kershaw rep. Nymagee Gymkhana Committee, B. Warner, B. 
Harland rep. Nymagee Cricket Club, N. Fennermore rep. Nymagee 
branch Country Women’s Assn., C. Dillon The Peak Tennis Club, 
Later additions included, P. Fennermore, R. Warner, W. Collins, C. 
Elder and B. Birrell. 


A further public meeting was held to decide when the centenary 
would be held. The years 1978, 1979 and 1980 stood out and eventually 
1979 was decided upon. The Centenary committee adopted the 
“Magpie” as its centenary symbol and had symbol signs erected at 
strategic points on all roads leading to Nymagee. 


The centenary committee continues to meet on a monthly basis and 
will continue to do so, discussing and planning until the big weekend 
arrives. 


Wollwes 


President, Nymagee Centenary Committee 


Nymagee Copper Mine and Smelting Works 
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THE EARLY MINING DAYS 


Nymagee is an aboriginal word meaning small plain surrounded by hills. 
It was once a thriving mining town until the year 1917 when the mine was 
closed. 


Copper was discovered by Henry Manley between 1876 and 1879 
in the area. Information is a bit conflicting on the actual year, as two 
Government departments quote different dates. 


Henry Manley worked on Mr. Roset’s Hartwood Station and found 
copper outcrop near the boundary of Nymagee Station. The finder 
immediately took up a lease of the ground but shortly afterwards sold his 
right to Mr. Russell Barton; Mr. Barton, in 1879, floated a company 
which had battery furnaces established at the mine site. 


The Nymagee Mine was opened and commenced production in 
1880. In the same year prospecting commenced on the Hartwood Mine 
which is adjacent to the Nymagee Mine. 


In 1880 when the copper boom occurred the mine employed 430 
men and up to the year 1888 the ore smelted amounted to 81,535 tons 
from which 89,463 tons of copper had been obtained. Wages paid during 
this time amounted to £371,700 and the dividends to £58,000. During 
this period the mine used 52,000 tons of wood annually. 


Early photograph of Nymagee Mine 
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During the year 1887 the price of copper fell and only sufficient’ 


hands were retained at the mine to keep the mine open and the workings 
in order. When the copper price collapsed in 1893 the mine was closed. 


In 1896 the mine was purchased by the Great Cobar Mining 
Syndicate who installed a blast furnace for reducing and also introduced 
pyritic smelting in place of heap roasting. The even battery furnaces 
were retained for matte roasting. The matte was upgraded before being 
despatched to the Syndicate’s Lithgow Refinery. 


In 1906 Nymagee Mine was purchased ty Nymagee Copper Ltd. 
who opened large bodies of ore averaging 3.5% on No. 6 level south of 
the main shaft. 


All the old plant (except the blast furnace) was replaced by 
contemporary machinery at the cost of £18,000. 


With the low price of copper ore at £61 per ton the mine closed at 
the end of 1907. 


The Mouramba Copper Mining Company bought the mine in 
1910 and preparations for the re-opening began in 1912 with the shaft 
being enlarged and the plant overhauled. Diamond drilling from 5, 6, and 
7 levels proved the continuation of payable ore bodies. Unfortunately 
production once more ceased in 1914 due to the high cost of transport. 


The year 1915 once more saw the reopening of the mine and 
although development work indicated the presence of several ore bodies 
the mine finally closed in 1917. When operations ceased the main shaft 
was 800 ft. deep. 


: Drays loaded with wood for the mine 
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WATER JACKET, NYMAGEE, 


Nymagee Mine 100 ft. level. 
Note the chap on the right with the candle which was used to check the air down the 
mine. 
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Nymagee Copper Mine, 40 fathom level stope. 1899. 


The main disadvantage of the Nymagee mine was transport and 
water supply. No railway ever reached Nymagee although there were 
several proposals to build either standard or narrow gauge lines from 
Hermidale or Bobby Mount. The Great Cobar Mining Syndicate 
retained the services of Sir John Fowler the British light railway expert to 
advise them regarding the construction of such a line but none came to 
fruition. 


A partial solution was provided as the mine expanded by the 
provision of a road locomotive service and a traction engine hauled Bulli 
coke and stores to the mine and returned with copper to Hermidale. 
However, the cartage of water proved impracticable and several times 
the mine was closed during dry periods. While heavy rains left the engine 
lying idle at the mine, being unable to venture onto the track which was 
flooded. On one occasion 12 teams were bogged down on the track for 
over a month. 


Communication between the offices at Cobar and Nymagee was 
done over the Post Office telegraph line which was leased to the mines 
during the night hours and connected to their telephone circuit so that the 
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Manager at Nymagee, Mr. Blackmore, could receive his daily in- 
structions over the empty miles from Mr. Longworth. This being one of 
the earliest trunk line phone services in the West. 


The mine site as it looks today. Note the slag heap on the left. 
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Excerpt from “The Teams of the Blacksoil Plains’? by Douglas 
Harris. 


“My father had two teams, and I drove one of them. When I was about 
sixteen years old, there was a howling drought in the Hillston area, and my father 
and I went up to Nyngan and Hermidale. Although Hillston was a drought area, 
in 1915 there was a fair amount of feed around Hermidale and Nyngan because 
of summer storms in that area. The first World War was in full swing, and all the 
copper that could be obtained, was needed, and the Nymagee Copper Mine was 
working constantly. There were about fifty carriers carting coke from Hermidale 
Railway Station to the smelters at Nymagee mines. The distance from 
Hermidale to Nymagee was about forty five miles, but because the carriers 
weren’t getting much money for the job, my father wouldn’t touch it. The coke 
carting absorbed most of the carriers, so we were getting a fair amount of work. 


Mr. Blackmore who was one of the mine managers. 


The substantial brick cottage in which the mine managers lived is still standing to- 
day although it is much dilapidated. It is situated at the foot of the mine hill. 
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Map showing the ore lodes, 
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Aberdeen, 
Scotland 
28th June, 1914 


My dear brother John died at Canbelego, a small township in N.S.W., 
where he had gone to begin a business as a chemist, owing to the utter desertion of 
Nymagee where he had been a chemist for years. The copper mines closed at 
Nymagee owing to there being no prospect of a railway being opened for the 
transport of copper, although the mine management had put their case before the 
authorities in Sydney year after year. My brother John who was largely 
concerned in the mines left along with all the more important men — and poor 
men with age creeping on and crippled in resources — left his comfortable home 
to rot and went to Canbelego to a horrid damp shack to try to eke out a 
livelihood. There he contacted cold and pneumonia set in and he died, leaving in 
my charge a daughter of 19 years. 


“Australia is holding out great inducements to those at home to come out 
and share the good fortune that awaits them, but I sometimes wonder why they 
don’t look after those who have been foolish enough to go. Nymagee is wiped out, 
when a railway of perhaps 40 miles would have made it a flourishing place. 
Excuse me writing like this but I felt my dear brother’s death so keenly that when 
I think of his struggle I almost hate Australia. 


(The committee includes this letter in its book to show to the 
readers that life was not easy for the early settlers). 


THE VILLAGE OF NYMAGEE AS IT WAS 


The following is an extract taken from the “Town and Country 
Journal”’ printed in 1888. 


“The principal streets of Nymagee are Graham and Hartwood and the 
stores if not numerous are well stocked. The only bank, the Commercial (Mr. C. 
B. Minnett, Manager) is a neat and comfortable building nearly hidden by a high 
paling fence. 


“To the south-west of the main town is what is known as Cornish Town 
situated on the Company’s ground and inhabited principally by the miners and 
their families. The houses fronting the street were built by the Company and are 
leased to the miners at moderate rentals. 


‘At the rear are a number of huts erected by the miners themselves and 
generally belonging to the patchwork order of architecture of calico, bark, 


' kerosine tins and sods etc. In spite of the heterogeneous nature of the materials of 


which they are constructed many of these are much more comfortable than might 
be supposed and are far superior to the structures generally seen on a new 
digging. This is in some measure due to the fact that the Cornish men and women 
are very clean in their habits and rather particular about their habitation. 


‘At the end of the street in Cornish Town is the Public School, well built of 
wood and equal to present requirements. A shelter shed is provided for wet 
weather and the ground is gravelly and well drained with ample room for the 
children to play. Mr. J. B. Murphy, the Principal, deserves some credit for the 
excellent condition in which the school is at present. There are 180 scholars on 
the roll and the average attendance is 140. 


“Next to the school is the police station consisting of a couple of stout 
weatherboard cells, a weatherboard cottage for the Officer in Charge (Senior 
Constable Day) and another slab building for Constables Morgan and Guthrie. 
The buildings are temporary ones only and it is said that a site for a Police 
Building-Courthouse etc. has been purchased from Mr. Roset near the Post 
Office. Senior Constable Day is a young man and owes his promotion to the fact 
that in company with Sub-Inspector Burns he effected the capture of Thurston 
and Angle who escaped from Coonamble Gaol in 1885. The prisoners had been 
out about one month and were caught at Slasher’s flat. 


“The Courhouse is a rather dilapidated building in Graham Street. The 
only official is Mr. K. T. Garland, J.P.,C.P.S. and Mining Registrar. When any 
cases occur the bench is occupied by some of the local J.P’s. Mr. J. Elmslie, the 
local chemist, acts as the district registrar. 
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“The most imposing building in the town is the Post Office. It is situated in a 
most convenient position on a site presented to the Government by Mr. Roset of 
‘“‘Hartwood Station’’. The post and telegraph master is Mr. H. J. Burton and his 
wife. The telegraph operator is Mr. E. F. Dalgleish. The messenger is Mr. 
Pascoe. 


“The cottage hospital is about one and a half mile distant on an elevated 
piece of ground and containing about ten acres. It is built of brick with rooms 11% 
ft. high and contains a large ward 33 ft. by 12 ft. A smaller ward for females or for 
cases which require to be isolated about 14 ft. by 12 ft., and an office and 
consulting room of about the same size. The whole is surrounded by a wide 
verandah. An adjoining building contains a comfortable bathroom, pantry, 
kitchen with large range and private rooms for the warder and matron (Mr. and 
Mrs. T. Rhodes). There is a fine underground tank which holds a plentiful supply 
of water and at some distance away is the morgue, of weatherboard construction. 
The average number of patients is said to be six or seven per month. The place is 
kept scrupulously clean and some attempt has been made at ornamenting the 
grounds by laying out a few flower beds in front. These are neatly edged with 
white quartz. The warder also in his spare time cultivates a vegetable garden. A 
number of fowls provide eggs for the patients and a fine white goat which was 
presented to the institution is very useful. Dr. J. Colpe, the mine doctor, is very 
attentive and Mr. A. Cork is a native honorary secretary. The hospital receives a 
share of the Government grant and is otherwise well supported by the Nymagee 
people and the squatters of the area. 


“The places of worship in Nymagee are the Roman Catholic Chapel and 
Convent, well built of weatherboard. The officiating priest is the Rev. J. Milne 
Curran of Cobar who visits Nymagee at stated intervals. In connection with the 
convent is a flourishing school under superintendance of Sr. Ursula who has four 
nuns to assist her. The other Chapel-is the Weslyan with the Rev. C. E. 
Williams as Minister. It is a substantial building of brick built in Cornish Town 
and is well attended. 


“The population of Nymagee is estimated at about 1200 Europeans’ and a 
varying number of Chinese of whom it is said there is from 800 to 1000 in the 
district. They have about a dézen bark houses and huts in the eastern portion of 
the town where the tinkle tinkle of chinese fiddles and the dull boom of the tom- 
tom are frequently heard. 


“The Chinese are generally under the control of two or three chief men who 
take contracts for scrub cutting on the various stations at prices which literally 
defy competition. At present it is said some 200 Chinese are cutting and burning 
scrub on Coan Downs near Mount Hope, while 60,000 acres are to be rung on 
Yathong and similar contracts have been let on various other stations. The price 
for ring-barking and clearing scrub ranges from 1/7 to 2/9 per acres. ‘‘White men 
are no good for the work’”’ said a squatter on being questioned, ‘“‘they cant do it at 
the price and if they take a contract they only do so to get a draw of rations and 
then clear out and take the tools with them. Its quite different with the Chinese we 
only deal with the head man and whatever price he accepts the work is always 
done’’. 
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1. Graham Street looking east. 2. Public School and Wesley Church 
in Cornish Town 3. The Hospital 4. Post Office 
5. Mine Manager’s Cottage 6, 7, &. Views of the mine 
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“Even when they can’t earn tucker at it and they don’t get drunk and kick up 
rows, the working men take a different view of the matter and a very strong 
antagonistic feeling exists towards the Chinese in the district. This has not 
manifested itself in an overt manner at present. 


“There are five hotels in the town the principal being the Royal (Mrs. 
Simpson) where the coachs stop and the Metropolitan (Mr. Whitlocks) and 
although Nymagee does not lie on the road to anywhere in particular there is a 
traffic through the town principally to the mine, so that a fair trade is done. One of 
the amusements of the young bloods is to do the rounds, that is to visit each of the 
pubs in turn and then return home without getting drunk. There is however much 
less of hard drinking in Nymagee than in many other country towns and the 
police are not very often called upon to interfere. 


“Although very little attention has been paid to agriculture generally there 
are several places in the neighbourhood of the town where there are flourishing 
gardens. At “‘Hartwood Station”’ five miles out, Mr. Roset has a beautifully kept 
flower garden in front of his residence and a fine vineyard and orchard behind 
where grapes, peaches, oranges and other fruits are grown to perfection. At 
Nymagee Station a second crop of grapes had ripened and although the berries 
were small compared to the first or regular crop they were of excellent flavour. 


“The large number of wood carters employed at the mine require a 
considerable quantity of horse food and a fair proportion of this is grown by 
selectors in the neighbourhood of the town. The season which has just passed was 
rather dry and the crops were consequently light, but the season before that some 
enormous yields were obtained. There are several Chinese gardens around the 
town and to these the seasons appear to make no difference. Perhaps some day 
the white settlers will consent to take a lesson from the Chinese and go in for 
irrigation. When this is done good crops will be the rule instead of the exception”’. 
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For a look at the town of Nymagee in its greater days we called on 
the memories of the late Mr. E. McKay who wrote this description in 
1971: 


““Nymagee was a busy village in the eighties. I will just name the business 
places and where they were situated. 


“T will start with the Sawmill, this was run by the Glynns, it was at the 
sawmill tank where the town water supply is now. Over the road from the Post 
Office was a store carried on by Judd and Hay. Across the street where Frank 
Mahy is, was a Chinaman’s store, it was carried on by Ah Moy there were a lot of 
Chinese scrub cutters here then. There were about 100 camped in that corner 
behind the store, down where the little park is, there was a store thererun by a 
fellow named Hill and under the same verandah there was a fruit shop, George 
Stephenson was the proprietor. Now we are on Hartwood Street, going north was 
the Royal Hotel, Charley Simpson was the proprietor of it, further on was the 
butcher shop of Dunnes’ and then going towards the mine was the Club House 
Hotel, Joe Smith was the proprietor and up on top of the hill was the Cardiff 
Arms Hotel, the proprietors were people by the name of Fry. 


Commercial Hotel was on the opposite corner to where the present Metropolitan 
Hotel stands. 
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Business people of the town in 1902 when the population was 1,800 


AUCTIONEERS -- 
Dwyer D. 
Levy M. 
Bakers 
Dunsmore James 
Greaves J. : 
BILLIARD SALOONS -- 
Carsons W, 
Holmes Hf, 
Bank 


Sbekleton, manayer 

Bhacksmitit, &e. -- 

Gyritiths He 
RoopTMak eR 

Green Ty, 
Burenens 

Roser d. 

Whitlock Gea, 
CARPENTERS 

Dunk J. 

Perry WLR. 
CHEMIST - 

Elmslie J, ALR. 
CARRIERS-— 

Loyd Arthur 

Shadlers PLE. 
Cordial MAKER-- 

Green Hy. 
Diver -- 

Robinson @. 
Frerrencns 

harkind: Mrs, 

é@ureell PL 

West J. 
HATRDRESSER 

Carsons W, 


Commercial Bank of Sydney. ELL. 
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Hotrns—- 
Brown S. J., { Club House ” 
Hennessey M., ‘¢ Metropotitar 
Reedy M., { Commereil ” 
Simpson CL,‘ Royal’ 
Sweeney J, *¢ Cardiff Arms” 
Ixsurance COMPANTES, 
Gers, Agents, &.~-- 
Tnperial Ins. Co. - DD. Dwyer 
The Sun Ins, Co.) M. Levy 
Merpiean PRACTITIONERS -= 
Cox ded. 
Ryan Dr. J. 


Mana- 


Mines — 

Nymagee Copper Mine 
Drbrnaageanr 

North Nymagee Coppers. Velle- 
howeth, manager 

News Acents- 

Elmstie J. ALR, 
Grahans Mts, 
Propeck STORE - 
Dunsmore J. 

Renigious DENOMINATIONS -- 
Church of England -Rev. - ) Kelly 
Presbyterian Rev. Jos. MeDowell 

SADDLER 
Dawes J. 

SCHOOLS -- 

Convent - Sisters of St. Joseph 

Public Thos. Uren, head master 
STORES -- 

Elmslie J. A. 2. 

Judd GF. 

Lane D. & N, 

Lazar Bros, 

Walker J. 

Wallace W. A. 

WaArcimaKER 
Jamieson TH. 

WINE Sitov-— 

Iaaennore J. 


N. Vipond, 


“The Commercial Hotel was across the corner from the Metropolitan 
Hotel, going towards the hospital from the Commercial Hotel was Mrs. 
Graham’s paper shop, a cool drink shop, a dress-maker’s shop and a cordial 
factory run by Herbert Harris and then Joe Hunt’s bakery, across the Street was 
W. K. Perry the undertaker the Good Tempest Hall, a bit further down coming 
up the street was Hughie Griffiths, Black-smith shop and then Bill Shalala, the 
draper, the next place was Bob Pool’s store and on the corner was the big store of 
Barton and Gould. 


“Now for Graham Street. The first place on the mine end starting at the 
corner was a type of club-room billiards, chess and cards the next place was 
Dunsmore’s Bakery and a small shop and the Jim Monoghan’s Butchers shop, 
then the Post Office and the Australian Joint Stock Bank and Barton and Goulds 
store at the corner. On the other side from the mine up, was the Chaff and Corn 
Store belonging to Haliday, then next to that under the same verandah was 
Henry Jamison Jewellers shop and Jack McMahon’s saddlers shop and Tom 
Haliday’s general store, next was G. Robinson’s drapery store then R. G. 
Wallace men’s store, sports store a barbers shop Bill Carsons was in it then Joe 
Daley the tailor, the hall was next and the Metropolitan Hotel it was the first one 
built, the first proprietor was Billy White. Going around the corner north, was 
Jack Dawes’ saddlers shop, a private dwelling and then the chemist shop, this 
was carried on by J. A. R. Elmslie. 


Was situated on the corner of Hartwood and Graham Streets 
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Believed to have been near Robinsons Store, which is still standing in Graham 
Street. 


Was situated in Hartwood Street, going towards the hospital. 
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Lazer Bros, Nymagee was situated on the mine end of Graham Street, part of the 
building is still standing. 


“My grandfather, Joe Smith, established himself in Nymagee in the 1880’s 
as a black-smith in the town. After a few years he took over the licence of the Club 
House Hotel, not long after unfortunately he met his death in the bar. He was 
serving a party of locals who had been out shooting, a gun had been left leaning 
against the bar which was accidentally discharged. It exploded shooting him in 
the knee and although there was a doctor in the party he was unable to save his life 
as he bled to death. 


‘His wife Mary then took over the licence of the hotel and after some years 
transferred down to the Royal Hotel. She was there for some years before moving 
to Sydney in 1918. 


Joe Ayres, Sunrise Road, Mossy Point. 
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Nymagee 1951 
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NYMAGEE POLICE STATION 


A police station was first established at Nymagee in 1889 with one 
senior constable and one constable. It was a three man station for most of 


last century. 


The first police station consisted of two stout weatherboard cells 
and a weatherboard cottage for the officer in charge and a slab building 
for the constables. 


In 1902 the brick Courthouse-lockup was erected containing a 
Clerk of Petty Sessions, office, a magistrate’s room, a Court House, 
quarters for the lockup-keeper, a police office, two cells and a cell yard. 


On the same site in Milford street stood a brick building used as 
quarters for the officer-in-charge at Nymagee with a two stall stable. This 
residence was vacated by the police in 1924 and sold ten years later. 


Police were withdrawn from Nymagee from 1942 to 1947 due toa 
wartime staff shortage. 


At the present time Nymagee is served by a constable under the 
supervision of the Cobar police district. 


An early photograph of the Police Station and Court House. 
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An early photograph of the Chief Constable’s residence. 


How the residence looks today. 


24 


How the Station and Court House looks today. 


NYMAGEE C.W.A. 


Nymagee Branch of the Country Women’s Association was first 
formed on the 8th August, 1925. With Mrs. Levy as President, Mrs. R. 
Werner as Secretary and Miss L. Bodmer as Treasurer, there were 53 
members. 


After six months Mrs. Levy resigned in favour of Mrs. W. 
Nicholson and Mrs. Levy became assistant Secretary. This closed in 
1928. 


The branch re-formed on the 8th September, 1962 with Mrs. C. 
Read as President, Mrs. P. Kershaw as Secretary and Mrs. P. 
Fennamore as Treasurer. The branch was officially opened on 27th 
October, 1962 by Miss C. Hall. 


The restroom was opened by Mrs. C. Hadley on 3rd June, 1972. 
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C.W.A. Restroom 


“T love the old town where I was born. It’s a pretty place surrounded by hills 
and the glorious sunsets. I remember my dear old Dad telling the stories of 
meeting Banjo Patterson at the sheds and the poems that he wrote and they all 
recited them around the camp-fires at night. 


“When Dad and his father first came to Nymagee he was only a boy and 
they arrived on pack-horses there was a terrific flood and after it subsided they 
were walking in the creeks and picked up several Ruby gems washed from the 
mountains. 


He and five other Nymagee mates went prospecting to Mount Allan for 
three months, they could not strike anything, they never had the capital to 
continue. 


Ivy Bodmer, Fernbank Street, Marrickville. 
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RELIGION IN NYMAGEE 


The Methodist cause commenced in Nymagee in 1881 with 
services taken by lay-man Mr. J. Graham. In 1881 the Rev. J. A. 
Bowring visited Nymagee and at a tea and public meeting it was 
proposed that a church be erected and £300 was promised. The building 
was opened on 8th June, 1884. The foundation stone was laid by Mrs. 
Jolly, who with her husband had done much for the Methodist cause in 
Nymagee. 


It is believed that the Church closed in the 1920’s. Surnames of 
some of the Ministers who served in and around Nymagee: Bowring, 
Bowes, Gardiner, Williams, Chapell, McClelland, Barker, A. Edgar 
Walker, (Rev. A. Walker’s father), Campbell, McGowan and Wedge. 


At the present time the Rev. Cox visits Nymagee each month and 
holds services in the Church of England Church for followers of the 
United Church (as Nymagee has no United Church to hold services in). 
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The founder of the Far West Health Scheme, Mr. Drummond, 
used to come to the Nymagee pub when I was a boy there and he would 
do the back area Bobadah Shuttleton etc. looking for children who 
needed medical aid. He drove an old 30/98 Vauxhall, and boy, could he 
drive. He had fairly long grey hair and when he put the hood down and let 
her go his hair had a job to keep up with him. 


W. Priest, Torres Heads. 


CATHOLIC CHURCH 


In 1885 four blocks of land were purchased by Fr. Bolger for the 
erection of the following: Church, Convent and School. 


In 1888 when Fr. Power visited Nymagee the above had been 
erected and it is noted that Thomas Joseph Cahill was the first entry in 
the Nymagee Baptismal register. 


On 20th June, 1897 Nymagee became part of Nyngan parish with 
Fr. Coleman Casey as parish priest. 


Ist September, 1906 a separate parish of Nymagee/Shuttleton/ 
Canbelego was formed with Rev. P. Shore as parish priest. 


On the 10th December, 1922 the Nymagee Church was destroyed 
by a cyclone. News of this brought a flow of donations from Sydney to 
Clermont in Queensland to the Barton in S.A. 


The new church was opened on 10th October, 1924. 


Following is a list of Priests who had relations with Nymagee: 
Bolger, Power, Casey, Shore, Behan, Sexton, O’Connor, Ryan. These 
names were all from 1885 to 1922. 


At the present time Nymagee is in the Nyngan parish. Mass is 
celebrated once a month by the Rev. Fr. Brennan, who travels out from 
Nyngan. 


Religous instruction is given to the children by the Missionary 
Sisters of Service who visit the area twice a year. 
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Nymagee had two Catholic Churches destroyed, one by fire and the other by wind. 
We can’t say for sure which church is shown in our photograph. 
Convent is the building on the right. 


The Catholic Church today 
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THE CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION 


The Church of England Church at Nymagee was built by the early 
settlers and used by the first Bush Brothers to serve the district of 
Canbelego-Tottenham. They ministered to the scattered settlers and 
small mining communities. 


Brother Reuben Coverdale came in 1903 and Brother Geoffry 
Snowden of “‘push bike” fame joined him during 1907. 


Brother Alan Courthope arrived in 1915 also the very popular 
Brother Frank Weston — They camped in the room ajoining the church 
building known as ‘‘The Prophet’s Chamber”’ most of these early Bush 
Brothers came from England and found many new hardships in the 
Australian Bush, such as the kerosene lights in the church, but they were 
stout of heart and endured these hardships. 


The mode of transport was varied, such as push bike,horse and 
sulky, saddle horse plus pack horse and motor bike. 


Brothers who are also remembered with great affection and respect 
and who visited Nymagee regularly are Brothers James Benson, Roy 
Innes, Dym Peel, Jeff Tredwell, Bruce Harrison, Godfrey Kircher, Tom 
Armour, Crispin Nightingale, Robert Collick and Bill Wood. 


Their wages were twenty-five pounds per year. 
In 1968 the Bush Brotherhood gave over to the Parish of Cobar. 


During Bishop Wylde’s reign as Bishop of Bathurst, he ordered all 
old churches be dismantled and sold, and this was the fate of the original 
church of the Resurrection. 


It was bought by Mr. Ernie Mackey. The church services were then 
held in the hall. During the summer of 1958 the congregation decided 
they needed a new church and Victor Clark made the first donation. 


On the spot where the old church stood the foundation stone was 
laid for anew Church of the Resurrection on the 6th December, 1959, by 
Brother Reg Mills, who deputised for Archdeacon Walker who was ill at 
that time. 


The district residents of all denominations worked hard to raise 
the finance to build the present church with the leadership of “‘Banjo”’ 
Patterson assisted by George Geatchers, the locals completed the 
building by noon on the 8th August, 1960. 
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i i ie, Bi the same 
It was dedicated by Bishop Leslie, Bishop of Bathurst, 
afternoon at three o’clock and completely paid for by seven o clock the 


same evening. 

The Church has not been consecrated. 

Brother Reg Mills was followed by Brothers Peter Harrington, Bill 
Scattergood and Laurence Wilson. 


Since Nymagee Anglican district became part of Cobar Parish 
retcors have been Rev.: Collins, Lane, Allen and Dempsey. 


The Rev. R. A. Courthope. 
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Church of Enland Church as it stands today 


Bishop Leslie at the Opening of the Church 
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EDUCATION IN NYMAGEE 


Nymagee Convent was opened on Sth February, 1886. Three 
Sisters — Sr. M. Alphonsus, Sr. M. Helena and Sr. M. Gertrude — left 
Perthville on 3rd F ebruary. They stayed at Nyngan Convent for the 
night. Next morning they resumed their journey with Sr. M. Ursula, who 
was appointed Superior of the new foundation at Nymagee. Father 
Milne Curran drove them to Mr. Mahony’s Station where they remained 
overnight, arriving at Nymagee the next evening, Sth February. 


YEAR Superior of Community Number of Srs. Number in 

School 
1887/88 Sister M. Ursula Dunning 4 120 
1900 Sister M. Helena Sullivan 6 111 
1909 Sister M. Helena Sullivan 5 72 
1914 Sister Margaret Mary Lyons 3 58 
1920 Sister M. Helena Sullivan 3 64 
1922 Sister Margaret Mary Lyons 3 64 
1924 Sister Margaret Mary Lyons 3 21 
1925 Sister Margaret Mary Lyons 3 21 
1927 Sister M. Hilary 3 40 
1930 Sister Mary Magdalene 3 22 
1938 Closed 


School classes taken around 1919 
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The sisters taught school in the Church until it was destroyed by fire. They then 
moved to this building on the right which had previously been a store operated by 
people by the name of Judd. 


In 1880, application was made for the establishment of a public 
school in Nymagee. The nearest school was 65 miles away and there 
were 54 boys and 42 girls in the district in need of educational facilities. 


The application was granted and the school commenced operating 
in October 1880. It is not known where classes were held. 


By the end of 1881, there were 58 boys and 50 girls enrolled at the 
school, a total of 108 pupils with an average weekly attendance of 54.2 


The following year, enrolments had risent to 170, 84 boys and 86 
girls, with an average weekly attendance of 75.3 


In 1882 aschoolroom was created by Nymagee Copper Mining Co. 
Ltd. for lease to the Department of Public Instruction. The rental was £1 
per week and the building was also made available on Sundays for 
Divine Service and Sunday School. 


In 1884 considerable discussion took place concerning the cost of 
building a new school. The number of pupils enrolled in this year was 
213, 119 boys and 94 girls. 


The Inspector made two recommendations which were accepted 
and adopted in August, 1884. Firstly, the area of land originally 


34 


35 


dedicated in May 1884 as a school site was retained for school purposes. 
The area comprised 2 acres, 2 roods and 24 perches. 


Secondly the buildings leased from the Copper Mining Co. and the 
two acres on which they stood were sold to the Department for £550. The 
original school building was of wood, lined and ceiled with pine. It was 
40’ x 20’, too small for an average attendance of 78.2 


Tenders were called for the erection of a new school building and 
the contract was awarded to James Hull. The building was completed in 
June, 1885 at a cost of £495. 


In 1889 the school acquired a further 2 roods, 23 perches from Mr. 
R. Barton. In 1890 the older school building needed repairing urgently. 
James Hull carried out these repairs which were completed in March, 
1891. 


In the early 1890’s, the copper supply on which the town depended 
began to dwindle. Consequently, some people left the town and the 
teacher reported a fall in the school’s enrolment. In 1893 there were 32 
boys and 25 girls enrolled at the school with an average weekly 
attendance of 16.8. 


School Teacher’s Residence 
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By 1914 effective enrolment had fallen to fourteen, whereas 
accomodation was available for 150 pupils. Mr. Pascoe, the teacher at 
that time, was told to try to secure an offer for the purchase of the unused 
building. 

In June 1922, Rev. J. Moran of Nyngan offered £27.10.0 for the 


purchase and removal of the old school building. His offer was accepted 
and the work was completed in September, 1922. 


In February, 1926, the school was closed and was not re-opened 
until May, 1934. At the time of application for re-opening, there were 
sixteen pupils, with prospects of an increased enrolment. 


A group of school children. 
SCHOOL TEACHERS 


NAME DATE APPOINTED 
Unknown 13th May, 1884 
Joseph Murphy 13th May, 1884 
Thomas Uren 2nd July, 1895 
Walter Wall 12th February, 1906 
Alick Hicks 29th December, 1909 
William Pascoe 30th December, 1911 
S. J. Turner 21st December, 1920 
William Underwood 15th January, 1923 
Edgar King 3rd June, 1925 
School Closed 16th February, 1926 
Arthur Smith 25th May, 1934 iad 


James Dwyer 
Sidney Cox 
Christopher Bayliss 
Kenneth Kerr 
Arthur Knight 
David Cooper 
Donald Hyde 
Charles Ashman 
George Glatches 
Gordon Harvey 
Gary Lavis 
Trevor Jones 
Peter Young 

M. Barrow 
Roger Dainton 
Ian Hales 

Brian Birrell 


3rd February, 1943 
5th May, 1943 
30th January, 1947 
9th February, 1949 
18th August, 1949 
26th May, 1950 
3rd February, 1953 
5th February, 1957 
4th February, 1958 
7th February, 1961 
5th February, 1963 
4th February, 1964 
9th February, 1971 
6th February, 1973 
2nd July, 1973 

7th February, 1978 
6th February, 1979 


The school-house today. It has also on its ground a converted railway carriage as the 
single teacher’s residence. Also a swimming pool for the children. 


NYMAGEE DISTRICT HOSPITAL 


Information has been hard to obtain regarding the history of the 
hospital. We believe it was built around 1887. For a description of the 
hospital please refer to the extract in this book taken from the “Town and 
Country Journal”’. 


he schegh Gut & : ; 
0 repped, Kx de Nymagee's first Public School 


School was taught in this building untill the classes and also the residence were 
moved to the police station in 1943. The police station had been closed during the 
war years due to a staff shortage. The understanding was that the Police could 
occupy the premises whenever they required. 


Steam road making machine in the early 1930°s. 
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POST OFFICE 


The Nymagee Post Office was opened on 16th September, 1880, in 
charge of Robert Graham. Graham a storekeeper, names as sureties, 
Grainger Barton and Pierce Goold, both merchants of Cobar. 


* 


First Post Office was next to where Pusells store now stands 


MONEY ORDER FACILITIES 


Arrangements were made for the opening of a money order office 
on 8th October, (presumably 1880). 


Mr. H. Ernest A. Miller applied for the extension of savings bank 
facilities to the post office in May 1882. Approval was given for a branch 
of the bank at the post office from Ist July, 1882. 


The date of the opening of the telegraph office is not known, 
although one record gave the date as lst December, 1881. In the 
meanwhile, papers dated 8th November, 1881, had appointed Mr. C. 
W. Elliott from Tarcutta as telegraph station master. Telegraph station 
master Elliott was appointed P. M. on 29th November, 1881, and the 
two offices were amalgamated under his control, the post office thus 
acquired official status. The former non-official P.M. had received £15 
p.a. salary, and Elliott was allowed the same for the postal duties. Elliott 
claimed that the work of the office was too heavy for one official, in 
December, 1881, and asked for an assistant. 
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An early photo of the present Post Office. We believe the coach to be Boyd’s. 
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BUSINESS 


By 1884 postal business had increased considerably and 700 
letters were posted weekly; over 8,000 telegrams sent; about 3,500 
money order transactions and about 360 savings bank transactions. The 
revenue was over £1,000 p.a. 


A telegraph operator was employed at £104 p.a., and a messenger 
at £39 p.a. The P. M’s total remuneration with allowances and 
commissions was £266.16.5. At that time P.M. Elliott was 24 years of 
age and had been seven years in the service. An application for an 
increase in salary by him was unsuccessful. 


P.M. Elliott was suspended and J. Horsley was placed in charge 
temporarily from 6th February 1885. Then Joseph J. B. Wakely was 
appointed on Ist August, 1885. Wakely was transferred to Raymond 
Terrace on 1st December, 1886, H. J. Burton became P.M. His salaray 
was £200 p.a. Apparently C. Paul was in charge temporarily from 10th 
January 1887 and Burton took over 5th February, 1887. Burton, in 
February 1887, asked that his wife, Sarah Burton, be made an assistant, 
as Mrs. Wakeley had been previously. He pointed out that there were 
mails to be sorted and despatched on Sundays and he could not expect 
the telegraph operator to stay on duty to help. He was refused but an 
increase of £20 p.a. was granted as living was very expensive at 
Nymagee. 


By 1894, an operator, J. Guilfoyle, was employed. This was 
mentioned in November, 1894, when J. Page was acting P.M. Page had 
temporarily exchanged positions with Burton, who was then employed at 
head office. Benjamin Cox succeeded Burton as P.M. on 22nd July 
1895. His salary was £218 p.a. 


The date on which the first telephone was installed at Nymagee is 
not known at present. An exchange was established in 1901, and a public 
telephone had been installed earlier. Mention was made of 
communication between Shuttleton and Nymagee in 1905, and it is 
possible that this was by means of telephone. Sometimes outlying 
stations or small offices were connected by telephone and it is possible 
that this was the case with Nymagee prior to the establishment of the 
exchange. 


The first list of telephone subscribers available is that which 
appeared in the directory for April, 1911, as follows:— 
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NYMAGEE 
(9 a.m. to 8 p.m.) 
Daily (Sundays and Holidays excepted.) 


LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS 
2 Balowra Station; 4 Eremeran Station; 2 Metropolitan Hotel; 
2 Nangeribone Station; 1 Nymagee Station. 


NEW SOUTH WALES POST OFFICE DIRECTORY 1914 
NYMAGEE 


Ansell, W.M., Farmer 
Armstrong, M. S., Overflow Stn. 
Behan, Rev., Keiran (R. C.) 
Bell, Geo, Harwood Stn. 

Boyd, Arth, Coach Prop. 
Brown, S. J., Royal Hotel 

Burt, Edward, Farmer 
Buttenshaw, C. J., Baker 
Caddaye, Jas., Farmer 
Chapman, Geo. Mgr. Stn. 
Chave, Fredk W., P.M. 

Chun, Willis, Store 

Conley, H. Mail Contractor 
Doumany, Jabour, Store 

Efford, Thos. H., Farmer 

Finn, Mary, Comcl. Hotel 
Fuller, Jesse M., Baker 

Graves, Wm. Hairdresser 
Green, H. Y., Cord. Mfr. & Boot 
Hansen, Chas. H., Mine Mgr. 
Harland, H., Farmer 

Harland, Mrs. M., Store 
Harland, Thos., Blacksmith 
Hennessy, Wm. Metro Hotel 
Hermitage Plains Station 
Jacobs Geo. Lessee Govt. Tank 
Jamieson, Hy. Watchmaker 


Judd, G. F. J.P., Store 

Killen, Edwd. J.P., Nymagee Stn. 
Lane, M., Store 

Levy, Maurice, Auct. & Agent 
Lindon, Robt., Store 

Mackay, W. R., Farmer 
McLoughlin, Mrs. E., Confectioner 
McLoughlin, Wh., Butcher 
McPhail, Stn. Mgr. 

Moulder, H. C., Nangeribone 
Mouramba Copper Mines 
Murphy, Jas., Farmer 

Noonan, Dan. J., Wirchelleba 
Randell, Wm. Selector 

Roberts, Wm. Carrier 

Robinson, Geo. J.P., Draper 
Roset, Jnr. Station Manager 
Snowden, Rev. G. (Catechist) 
Stallard, E. B., Farmer 

Stratford, W. J., Priory Hotel. 
Sutton, Wm. Club House Hotel 
Sweeney, Jnr., Cardiff Arms Hotel 
Tomkins, Jas., Pound Keeper 
Walker, Jnr. J., Store Keeper 
Werner, Robt., Farmer 
Whitlock, Geo. Grazier 
Williams, Herbt., Draper 


43 


Post Office Today 


POST OFFICE BUILDING 


By 1883 representations were being made for the erection of an 
official post office building. At that time the office was conducted in 
premises rented from Messrs. Barton and Goold, for £1 per week. 


Although a “small cottage-type building” was proposed, when 
approval was given for the erection of an office the accommodation 
approved was: 

Office, sitting room, public lobby, kitchen, pantry, wash house, 
three bedrooms, box room and an underground tank was included. 


Apparently there was a division of opinion among residents as to 
whether the building should be erected at the public township or at the 
private township. 


Following a visit, the inspector recommended that the office should 
be erected in the private township, and that if Mr. Roset donated an 
allotment of land in Nymagee Road (which had been pointed out by his 
agent), the offer should be accepted. 


The Lands Department agreed that its surveyor should survey the 
site in May 1884; and on 1 3th October, 1885, the Crown Solicitor stated 
that the transfer of Mr. Roset’s land had been completed. 
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Little was recorded concerning the building. On 18th January, 
1886, when the Works Department was asked if a tender had been 
accepted, they replied that the tender of Mr. T. Magner for the sum of 
£1,589.0.0 had been accepted in the previous July, for a building to be 
completed within 12 months. 


The Colonial Architect reported the completion of the building on 
8th March, 1887; and it was occupied on 25th March, 1887. 


In September, 1899, approval was given for the addition of a small 
verandah. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT — NYMAGEE AND DISTRICT 


On the Ist May, 1958, the Municipality of Cobar was dissolved 
and the Shire of Cobar was constituted. 


A Provisional Council of sixteen was appointed by the Governor to 
administer the Shire until such time as rolls were prepared and elections 
could be held. 


Members of the Provisional Council were: J. B. Booth, W. S. 
Brennan, A. E. Burgess, J. R. Carmichael, J. B. Cullenward, A. C. 
Elder, J. F. Goodfellow, W. Houghton, A. Lacey, J. Lelievre, G. 
Looney, C. A. Mitchell, F. J. Payne, T. Russell, D. R. Sinclair and W. P. 
Snelson. 

By order of the Minister for Local Government, elections for the six 
Ridings of the Shire were held on 5th December, 1959. ““C”’ Riding 
representatives elected were: Kenneth Aubrey Mackinnon and Wallace 
Peter Snelson. 


Other elected representatives of Nymagee and District ‘‘C” 
Riding, Cobar Shire Council are: 
W. P. Snelson — May, 1958 - December 1965. 
K. A. MacKinnon — December 1959 - December 1965 
N. H. Rooney — December 1965 - March 1968 
A. Storey — December 1965 - September 1971 
M. M. Taylor — September 1977 - October 1978 
M. J. Nicholson — June 1968 to date 


Mrs. S. I. Kershaw — October 1971 - September 1977 
October 1978 - to date. 
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The Metropolitan Hotel was burnt to the ground in 1939. It was the last of the 
Nymagee Hotels to operate of the five the town had during the mining era. 


The present Metropolitan Hotel 
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GEOGRAPHY OF NYMAGEE 


As the aboriginal term (surrounded by hills) implies, Nymagee is 
uniquely nestled within an ampitheatre of large hills. Naturally enough 
these hills form the most outstanding and spectacular landforms of the 
Nymagee area. The most extensive range is to the southwest, and is 
formed mainly of sandstone, orthoquartzite and shale and takes in an 
area from the Gulgunnia road in the east to Hillston road in the west and 
extends to Sandy Creek in the south. The highest peak in these ranges 
and the Nymagee area is about 7 miles southwest of the village on 
“Yarroma’’, and is approximately 518 metres (1710 feet) above sea 
level. The more spectacular ‘“‘Hartwood” hills to the immediate north are 
comprised of granite and extend from ‘‘Kangaroo Springs” in the east to 
‘“‘Nymagee Station” in the west. The highest point in these hills is about 
one mile east of “The Gap” on the Canbelego Road and rises 
approximately 182 metres (600 feet) above the village. Nymagee is said 
to be the highest town in the Western Division at an altitude of 
approximately 335 metres (1100 feet) above sea level. 


Most of the country around Nymagee is formed from sandstone and 
shale, however, extensive areas of granite occur to south and southeast in 
the ‘“Balowra” - ““Moothumbil”’ area. The more level areas near 
Nymagee and near Sandy Creek are formed from erosion materials 
washed from the hilly areas over thousands or even millions of years. 


The high country around Nymagee forms the headwaters of several 
major creeks which run for great distances to the east and west. Sandy 
(Crowl) Creek rises in the hills of Pyramid and Moothumbil and flows 
westward to Baden Park Station north of Ivanhoe, where it disappears in 
a series of swamps. 


Bullock Team in front of Metropolitan Hotel 
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Pange Creek rises on the eastern side of the same ranges of hills and 
flows eastwards to the Bogan River, whilst the Whitbarrow Creek rises in 
the hills west of Hartwood and runs east into the Bogan floodplain south 
of Miandetta. The slightly smaller Box Creek rises just south of 
Nymagee and runs into Sandy Creek. 


The small but treacherous Crows Creek rises just’ north of 
Kangaroo Spring and runs just south of the village into Box Creek 
via the mine tank. Many an unsuspecting traveller has found himself 
stranded in town, or unable to get into town because of a flash-flood, and 
has had to wait many hours for Crows to drop. 


The average Nymagee rainfall is approximately 400 mm (15.75 
inches), however, ‘“‘average’’ rarely happens in Nymagee, particularly 
where rainfall is concerned. Usually a wet year is more often than not, 
followed by a dry one. A recent example of this was 1956, when 880mm 
(34.6 inches) was recorded, yet the following year only 213mm (840 


pts) fell, and as a result the great water drought of 1957-58 had started. 
The wettest year of all was 1950, when 889 mm(35 inches) was 
recorded, and the driest year on record was 1938, when only 156mm (6 
inches) fell. Although Nymagee is supposed to have a uniformly 
seasonal distribution of rainfall, the past decade has shown a tendency 
towards wet summers and dry winters. 


The country is used almost entirely for woolgrowing, supporting 
anything from a sheep to 2 hectares in good seasons, to a sheep to 20 
hectares (in mallee or in the hills.) 


Camel Team around 1940 
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Properties are crown leases in the western division, or freehold in 
the central division. Sizes range from about 6,000 hectares (15,000 
acres) in the east, to 16,000 hectares (40,000 acres). In the latter years 
cereal growing has become established and some good crops of wheat 
and oats have been grown. The Nymagee area is marginal however, and 
successful crops cannot be guaranteed in all years. Pasture improvement 
such as lucerne and barrel medics is possible on most of the country. 


Believed to be Wright’s Team 


The Committee has endeavoured to trace the early settlement of the 
land district where the village of Nymagee stands today. Information has 
been very hard to obtain. We do know from information received that 
Belowra-Moothumbil Werlong were taken up as leases prior to 1865. 


The land was principally used for wool production. Small areas 
around the home-steads were used for cultivation for the growing of hay 
principally to feed the working stock. 


In this year 1979 a portion of the land around the Nymagee district 
has been given over to cultivation on a large scale. The principal purpose 
of these operations seems to be the combat of scrub regeneration. No 
doubt as quoted earlier in this book on information referring to the mining 
history, it would have been noticed that transport was the drawback of 
that era. The district surrounding Nymagee is still faced with this 
problem today. It has been proven that grain can be grown economically 
in this marginal area. 
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Eremeran Woolshed 


Haystack Building 
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Kenmur Place the name given to the aged peoples units. The land on which the units 
stand was donated by Mr. Smart whose property was named Kenmur. 
The Building contains four single units and one double. 


CRICKET 


Nymagee has probably always had at least one cricket team, and 
during the years when the population exceeded 1000 people, it’s easy to 
imagine a town of that size having possibly two teams. Unfortunately 
there are no old scorebooks or photos remaining today to tell the story. 
Cricket was played east of town in the racecourse paddock prior to 1930 
and later a pitch was laid at the present ground. Some of the stars of the 
early days were E. Mackay, P. Betts, R. McLean and H. Carsons. 
During the years before and after the Second World War Nymagee had 
outstanding cricket teams who excelled against all their opponents. 
Some of Nymagee’s opponents in those days were Mt. Hope, 
Canbelego, Bobadah, Glenwood and Hermidale among others. In 1946 
Nymagee joined the Vanges Shield, winning it on at least one occasion. 
In that same year V. Barwich, R. Collins, J. Hudson and M. Smith 
represented the Western District Eleven against Chegwin’s N.S.W. 
Eleven. 
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Some of the outstanding players of that era included: J. Hudson, T. 
Harland, R. Collins, J. Mackay, G. Pusell, J. Nicholson, M. Smith, N. 
Rooney, W. Rooney, S. Cluff etc. About 1950 Nymagee joined the 
Cobar Assn. and have played in it ever since. The closest Nymagee has 
come to winning the premiership was in 1965 when they went down to 
the strong Kerrigundi side despite a great innings of 93 by L. Harland. 
The 1978-79 side won five of their eleven games, B. Harland and B. 
Warner won the batting and bowling awards. Over the past two years 
Nymagee has travelled to Tilpa, involving a round trip of over 650 
kilometres for some players. 
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The team that played Chegwins. 


TENNIS 


Tennis has always been an important pastime for poeple in the 
bush, combining as it did competitive sport with a social day out, and 
often a dance would follow at night. Most old station homesteads had 
their tennis court. Nymagee had two tennis clubs in the pre 1930 era, the 
town club had their courts at the same place where tennis is still played 
today and the “‘Cheerio” Club was in the vicinity of Frank Mahy’s 
residence. Many of the station homesteads who had tennis clubs were 
Marygold, Glenwood, Pangee, Balowra, Shuttleton. Balowra had four 
courts and held major tournaments from the early 1930’s to 1955. Social 
tennis was played at “The Peak’ during the 1950’s, they eventually 
joined the Cobar and District Tennis Assn. where they were to become a 
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major force, winning the major premiership in 1966 and reaching the 
grand finals several times. The cricketer’s tournament drew top class 
players from many miles around during the late 1950’s and early 1960’s 
but it too eventually died out in 1965. Lights were installed at the town 
courts in 1977, and at the turning on ceremony tribute was paid to Bill 
Hodge and his late wife Ethel for their contributions to tennis in the 
Nymagee district. Only social tennis is played in Nymagee today as they 
no longer play in the Cobar competition. 


Nymagee ladies hockey team. 


Although tennis, cricket and football were the main competitive 
sports in the early days, the people of Nymagee and district have been 
involved in many different sports almost too numerous to mention. 


Horseracing and footracing must have been popular in the days 
before cars. There was a race-track east of town where many different 
sports were played and another race-track at Wilkinson Park, site of the 
present Gymkhana ground where to this day the present committee hold 
successful race meetings. Some of the outlying properties also held 
successful race meetings, of which “Kilparny’’ would be the most 
famous. 
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At Balowra 


In the days when the mine was in full production and a lot of wood 
was needed to keep the furnaces going, the axemen who supplied the 
wood must have had some competitions between themselves. There is a 
story which lacks authentication however, that the first N.S.W. Wood- 
chop was held in Nymagee. There was a gun club, who held their events 
about one mile east of town, it folded up in 1952, The rifle club, which 
still exists (although it hasn’t had a shoot for a couple of years) started in 
1961, the range is at the foot of the “Sugarloaf”. 


Bikeriding and hockey were also once popular but have had their 
day. The cycle track was in the vicinity of the arerodrome. Carpet bowls 
was also once popular for a short time. Golf has only just started in 
Nymagee in a small way. Unfortunatly there are very few written records 
available to compile a sports history of Nymagee. 


Football was apparently played in Nymagee for different periods 
during the mining days. The team wearing the colours of black and white 
were referred to as the magpies. These are the same colours Nymagee 
carry on to the sporting fields today. 


Football died for a period after the closure of the mines until the 
coming of Constable Senior who travelled far and wide just to recruit 
players for a game. Men who played then were Werner, Sullivan, Crow, 
Harland, Mackay, Kershaw, Whitlock, the four Ford brothers, two 
Hudsons and two McLeans. 
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Nymagee football team in the early 1930’s 


In 1930 Nymagee was in a competition which included Cobar and 
Canbelego. 


In 1931 Nymagee team fielded possibly its strongest team under 
coach Ron Warner. Players included: Luton, MacKinnon, Crow, 
Marsh, Whiteman, Darling, McLean, Maurice, Alan and Walter Ford, 
Broome, Bridle and Lee. 


The following year saw the inclusion of Chum Ryan and T. Hay. 
Football was played until the 1939 war. 


In 1954 Alex Storey organised a team of young players who 
performed well for a couple of years. This team disbanded for lack of 
players. Names of players in this era were: R. Harland, S. Harland, J. 
Harland, E. Harland, B. Betts, P. Storey, D. Hyde, J. Conley, P. 
Kershaw, D. McLean, W. Dyson, R. Slater, P. Slater, J. Watterson, K. 
Francisco and D. Whitman. 
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Other mining areas around Nymagee 


oh 


: o 
Shuttleton Miners 


“In the 1860’s my grandfather came from England as a seaman on the 
“H.M.S. Galatea” which brought our first Royal vistor the Duke of Edinburgh. 
When the Galatea reached Melbourne he deserted. He went overland to Trida 
where he met an Irish widow, Mrs. Mary Hannon nee Doyle, who had two sons. 
They were married and took themselves to Restdown about half-way between 
Nymagee and Canbelego. They ran the Restdown Hotel which was the stopping 
place for the coach. 


Keith Goodwin, Sapphire Hill, Via Mudgee. 


Shuttleton Hotel 


a Group of Bobadah miners. 
Included in this group are P. Sheridan, T. Giddings, J. Campbell, J. L. Tindall, F. 
Howard, T. Reed and Jack the Goose. 


“T remember as a child going into Nymagee from Bobadah and staying with 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Griffiths and their two children. Hugh Griffiths was a 
blacksmith and wheelwright. Also whilst I was in Nymagee I saw my first circus, 
it was Ashtons. When I came back to Bobadah School, I was a real book of 
knowledge, as none of the other children had seen a circus. 


Mrs. E. Wright, Nyngan. 
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Restdown Hotel, Goodwin family in front 
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Bobadah Tennis Team 
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Shuttleton School Children 


Prospectors Camp, Shuttleton 
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GILGUNNIA HOTEL 
X marks the blacksmith’s shop where the first ore from Cobar was smelted, at old 
Gilgunnia. The arrow shows Mr. & Mrs. Kruge. 1906 
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